
THE LENNOX HERITAGE SOCIETY

Chairman’s report 2020 – (draft as at April 2020). 

The latter part of the 2019/2020 season was affected by the coronavirus. The final two 
lectures, the AGM and the outing were all cancelled due to the lock-down. This means that
this report was not presented to the membership at the due time and remains as a draft 
until the AGM is rescheduled. However comments can be made and questions asked in 
the interim. 

 
As in previous years, it is proposed that this report, together with the treasurer's report, be 
deemed a suitable record of the past year's events and accepted in lieu of minutes. 

TALKS FOR THE 2019 – 2020 SEASON 

Speaker programme : The past season had another well received programme of speakers 
and subjects and it is summarised here. 

18th September : Alasdair Eckersal : Around Ben Lomond. 
16th October : Gwen  Jones-Edwards : The Gododdin                                 
20th November : James Scullion  : 1306: Drama as two Bruce defeats force him to seek 
refuge in Lennox  
8th December : David Carson : Scotland’s Forgotten Greats                                                 
15th January : Dr Kenneth Brophy : Revealing the Cochno Stone 
19th February : Stewart Noble : Tracing your Scottish family tree                                          
[18th March : Harry Silvers : Clydebuilt, Clydebank and Dumbarton : Cancelled – to be 
rescheduled ]
[15th April : Paul Hunter & Sarah Crome : Finding Bruce's mansion houses. Cancelled - to 
be rescheduled ]          
[12th May : Historical Paisley. A guided tour with Les Fernie of Walking Tours on Wheels. 
Cancelled - to be rescheduled]

FUTURE SPEAKERS and EVE|NTS

It is at this point that we usually list speakers and events that we have in mind for the 
following season. Those that were to have been in March, April and May of this season will
obviously be on the list for for consideration for next season
If you have any ideas, please let us know. 
We have been contacted by two authors of historical books. We have expressed interest in
them speaking to us although travel distance, and therefore cost, may affect this. L. Bruce 
Keith  has written about “Bridgescapes”. Lachlan Munro has published two books, one on 
R. B. Cunninghame Graham, with local relevance, and one on Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
famous adventure story, ‘Kidnapped.’ 
And our own James Scullion continues to have great subjects up his sleeve. 
Abigail Morris of the Fairfield Heritage Centre has invited the society to visit it in Govan. 

The dates booked for the hall are 16th September; 21st October; 18th November; 16th 
December; 20th January; 17th February; 17th March; ? April (TBC) and the outing event in 
May (TBC). 



PUBLICITY

We also have had two very active members contributing to our website : 
(http://lennoxheritagesociet.wixsite.com/lennox-heritage-) and FaceBook page (https://en-
gb.facebook.com/lennoxheritagesociety/). 
Our activities are West Dunbartonshire Community Volunteer Services (WDCVS) website 
and on LinkUpDunbartonshire (https://www.linkupwestdunbartonshire.org/). Similaly we 
have been mentioned in such publications as the Community Advertiser and The 
Clydesider (http://www.clydesider.org/clydesider-magazine/) . Our talks continue to be 
advertised on the Diary page of the Lennox Herald. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES

DUMBARTON TOWN CENTRE FORUM                            

This forum is convened and run by the Council, but has membership and input by various 
commercial and voluntary organisations. It only meets every few months, but provides a 
useful opportunity to discuss such issues as our built environment and heritage. Jeremy 
Watson represents this society with Elspeth Crocket providing input on the Glencairn Greit 
House when applicable.  

PLANNING UPDATE             

WDC has formalised the designation of the Dumbarton Town Centre Conservation Area, a 
crescent shaped area incorporating Dumbarton Central Station through to the council 
offices in Church Street and into the High Street. Associated with this and the completion 
of the Dumbarton Central Station Conservation Management Plan are proposals being 
drawn up by consultants for the improved connectivity between the station and the town 
centre. WDC has also initiated a project to improve Alexandria and it too is in the hands of 
consultants. Although ongoing, both of these have been hampered, but not stopped by the 
lock-down. Jeremy Watson is on both related committees as community representative. 

GLENCAIRN GREIT HOUSE

We continue to monitor the situation regarding the possibility of turning this into a library / 
museum centre. With the designation of this area as within the Town Centre Conservation 
Area, it is anticipated that a Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) will 
eventually follow up to stimulate sustainable conservation, reuse of buildings, upgrading of
public areas and business. Glencairn Greit House is a key element. 

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE DOORS OPEN DAY

We had previously decided to only hold a Doors Open Day locally every two years. 2020 
has been the 30th anniversary of Doors Open Day in Scotland and we were asked by the 
Scottish Civic Trust to participate. A pared down version was held.. 

A full local Doors Open Day programme has been arranged through for 2020 with over a 
dozen venues and events. SGN again agreed to sponsor the flyer. At the point that this 
report is being drafted (April 2020) the country is in lock-down. All regional Doors Open 
Day programmes across Scotland remain optimistically on schedule, but we anticipate that
they may have to be cancelled or at the very least, cut back. 

THANKS TO THE COMMITTEE

Thanks to : Tommy Crocket for arranging the venue, projector, flyers, FaceBook etc; 
Elspeth Crocket for handling the finances; Elizabeth Wynne for work on the website and 
arranging tea, coffee and biscuits; Sheila MacNeill, Elspeth and Tommy for arranging some
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speakers. And we also thank Malcolm and Graham for checking our accounts. 

You may have noticed some changes to who is doing what at lectures. Each year we ask 
for further volunteers to join the committee. Over the months some familiar faces have 
simply found themselves included on it. Some of the committee though have been serving 
on it for longer than they can remember. Tommy and Elspeth Crocket have served the 
society very well and have decided to call it a day. This has had a ripple effect with 
proposed new post holders as noted in the agenda. 

OBJECTIVES 
It is useful to remind ourselves of our Objectives as stated in our constitution :
a) To stimulate the public interest in the history, antiquities, lore and traditions of the 
area, and the geography and natural history thereof; 
b) To encourage the preservation, development and improvement of features of 
general public amenity or historical interest; 
c) To encourage high standards of architecture and town planning;
d) To encourage the study of our local heritage and to stimulate research;
e)  To aid in the preservation of archival materials, artefacts, books, documents, 
manuscripts, etc. by arranging for and encouraging the deposition of such material in the 
custody of appropriate local or national bodies;
f) To affiliate to, or otherwise associate with, any bodies which have similar objectives;
g) To pursue these ends by means of meetings, exhibitions, lectures, publications, 
conferences and publicity and the promotion of schemes of charitable nature. 

With our current membership and resources, we find these difficult to meet, but each year 
we need to consider ways of improvement and further outreach.  

AGM 
A quorum for the AGM shall be not less than 20% of members of the Society whose 
subscriptions are paid up and who are personally present.
Our constitution provides for 5 committee members maximum, with other co-opted as 
required. Our constitution does not stipulate a maximum term, but there is also an aim, not
often achieved, of having those serving repeated years stepping down. We are therefore 
again invite nominations and volunteers for new committee members. 
We need to formally invite nominations and volunteers to the committee. However with the
disruption to the scheduled AGM in April, we have set in place an interim working 
committee. It is intended to have the AGM rescheduled  before the first lecture in 
September. 

OUTGOING AND INTERIM COMMITTEES

Past committee:
Chairman – Jeremy Watson
Vice-chairman and projectionist – Tommy Crocket
Treasurer – Elspeth Crocket
Catering – Elizabeth Wynne
Website and social media - Tommy and Elizabeth
Hall bookings - Tommy
Committee members - James Scullion, Sheila McNeill, Jim Crosthwaite.
Speakers – all



Interim committee / Suggested new committee :
Chairman – Jim Crosthwaite
Vice-chairman - Jeremy (outgoing chairmen can advise the incoming chairman and assist 
with arrangements).
Treasurer - John Wright 
Website and social media - Elizabeth with input by Tommy 
Posters etc - Jeremy
Hall bookings – These are already place until February. (March is confirmed with WDC in 
line with their financial year). 
Projectionist - Elizabeth
Catering - Sheila
Speakers - all (Jeremy to coordinate upcoming programme)

Current chairman :Jeremy Watson 
j  eremyatvaleofleven@hotmail.co.uk
01389 752877

Annual General Meeting 

Lennox Heritage Society

Date to be confirmed - 2020

Welcome

Attendance register : please sign the list

Apologies

Chairman’s report : as attached. 

Any comments or queries or matters arising? (The report for 2016/2017 is 
available).

Approval : Proposed by:

Seconded:

Treasurer's report : as circulated. 

Any comments or queries?

Approval : Proposed by:

Seconded:

Nominations for the committee for 2019/2020. 

The current committee is available for re-election although all of them should be stepping 
down this year. Tommy Crocket and Jeremy Watson are both well over their time periods. 
You do not need to be proposed and elected. We would welcome anyone who feels that 
they can contribute. Actual meetings are few and far between as ongoing contact and 
much of the required arrangements are done online. 

mailto:jeremyatvaleofleven@hotmail.co.uk

